On the Epidemic Measles of 1808 ; by Dr. Ferguson. To the Editors of the Medical and Physical Journal. GENTLEMEN, In the spring and summer of 1808, the measles were epidemic throughout the whole of England and Scotland, affecting persons of all ages who had never had them; and it would appear from the various bills of mortality, that the number of deaths occasioned have been greater than what we have witnessed for a long period. Not seeing any observations upon this epidemic in your useful Journal, excepting those in your monthly reports, which have been very brief, I have taken the liberty of sending you a few observations that occurred in my practice.
It was the beginning of summer before many cases appeared in Aberdeen, but in the months of June and July there were few families who did not feel their epidemicinfluence. The measles have been considered by authors to bear much resemblance to the small-pox, and I am of opinion they bear a striking resemblance in many of their phenomena.
The accession of both diseases is much alike, and the fever of both is considered of the inflammatory kind.
From what I have observed in the cases I attended, like the small-pox, they may also be distinguished into the mild and confluent. This is most evident when they rage as an epidemic. In some cases [ Edit.
